
Wolves are very intelligent animals; they have 

excellent hearing, eyesight and a keen sense of 

smell. The grey wolf is the largest 

speciesAverage length 

females: 4.5 to 6 feet (tip of nose to tip of tail)  

males: 5 to 6.5 feet 

Average height 
26 to 32 inches (at the shoulder) 

Average weight  

females: 60 to 80 pounds  

males: 70 to 110 pounds 

Fur color 
grey, but can also be black or white 

Average travel speed  

5 miles per hour 

Sprinting speed  

36 to 38 miles per hour for short distances 

Common food  

hoofed animals like deer, moose, caribou, elk, 

bison, musk-oxen 

All the wolves in a pack help take care of the 

pups.Cubs bond with their families when they are 

babies. 

All wolves howl. We’re not sure exactly why they 

howl, but scientists think wolves howl to scare 

other wolves away or to communicate within their 

pack. 

Wolves are carnivores. They eat everything from 

deer and moose to rabbits and mice. They work in 

teams to hunt large animals. 

Wolves live in many parts of the world. Gray 

wolves, Eastern wolves and red wolves live in 

the United States. 

 

Litter size 
4 to 6 pups 

Pack size 2 to 30 or more 

Average pack size 5 to 8 

 

Wolves are actually a lot like humans. They live 

in close families, or packs, their whole lives. A 

pack has a female and male leader. These two 

wolves are called the “alphas.” The alphas are the 

only ones that have babies. They keep order, 

direct hunting trips and solve fights. Does that 

sound like your parents? The other wolves living 

in the pack are their children. Even the grown 

children stay with the parents and follow the rules. 

Wolves love to play, but you probably wouldn’t 

want to join their antics. They knock each other 

down and nip and bite each other – sort of like 

wrestling with your Dad, but a lot rougher. 

 

Wolf Families = Wolf Packs 

Wolves live in family groups called packs. A pack 

is usually made up of a male parent, a female 

parent and their pups from the last few years. 

Usually, four to six pups are born together in a 

litter. The pups in alitter are called litter mates. 

Their first home is usually a den, which can be a 

small cave or a hole dug in the ground. It must be 

big enough to shelter the mother and pups from 

weather and protect the pups fromother animals 

that may want to hurt them. Packs sometimes use 

the same den for several years, or they may find a 

new den each year. 

Pups will also play with “toys” like bones, feathers 

or the skins of dead animals. They “kill” the toys 

over and over again and carry them around as 

trophies. As they get larger, they will use the skills 

they learned from this play as they begin to hunt 

small animals, like rabbits. When pups are six 

months old, they will start hunting larger animals 

with the rest of the pack. 

Main threats to survival 
loss of habitat due to destruction, development 

and encroachment by humans; hunting/ killing  by 

humans 
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