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Our Vision: 
At Totley All Saints Church of 
England Primary School, we aim 
to be an exceptional school with 
Christian values at the very 
heart of the community.  We 
are committed to providing a 
caring environment where every 
child can thrive & is supported 
to achieve their unique & 
amazing potential as a child of 
God.  

An exceptional school is one that: 

• Establishes excellent values & ethos; 

• Ensures that relationships & behaviour are outstanding; 

• Raises achievement & attainment to the highest possible levels; 

• Proves that learning & teaching are of a consistently high standard. 

At Totley All Saints, we aim for education to be holistic & fun filled. In a calm 
& well-ordered environment, based on love & mutual respect, all children are 
valued as individuals & their moral & spiritual development encouraged. The 
school promotes good health & fitness, perseverance, optimism & a “can-do” 
attitude in all. We believe that every child is entitled to enjoy their childhood & 
to feel safe & loved. We celebrate each child’s success & encourage them to 
take pride in their own, as well as others’, achievements. We engage children 
in a creative curriculum that is tailored to their needs & reflects the context & 
community in which they live. At all times, we seek to inspire children with a 
love of learning which will remain with them throughout their lives. 

Together with our parents, churches & wider community, we aim for all 
children to succeed in body, mind, heart & spirit. Children have opportunities 
to work both individually & collaboratively, giving them confidence, skills & the 
self-esteem needed to be successful in a rapidly developing world.  In order to 
fulfil the vision, we seek to constantly adapt & improve, listen to parents & 
children & have on going reflection & debate amongst stakeholders.  



Getting your child ready 
for school:  

Starting school is a milestone, not only for your 

child but also for you!  You may be excited & 

perhaps a little concerned about your child taking 

these first steps towards independence.  However you may feel, it is important 

that your child’s experience of starting school is as positive as possible.  After 

all, you are the first and most important educators of your child! 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting your child ready for school  

- at home! 

1. Talk to your child about school & what to expect. 

2. If possible, attend the pre-school workshops. 

3. Reassure your child that there are lots of new children starting 

school - they are not on their own. 

4. Let your child wear his/her school uniform before the start day. 

5. Share positive books and stories with your child about starting 

school.  

6. Rehearse in your child’s mind how they will come into school with 

the other children on the first day & how you (or another carer) 

will be waiting for them at pick up time. 

7. Talk about what will be happening at home when your child is at 

school. 

8. Talk with your child about what will be expected of them. 

 



Expectations 

at School:  
The following is a list of expectations 

that we would like all children to be 

able to do whilst at school.  However, some children will of course find some 

things easier than others. If we work together both at school & home, then we 

can all help in the development of your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like all children to be able to: 

 Do what they are told by an adult. 

 Co-operate and share with friends. 

 Be responsible for looking after things. 

 Understand that there are quieter times to listen and learn and 

noisier times to play. 

 Regularly take books home to share. 

 Not bring in toys from home unless asked to. 

 Concentrate for longer periods than they may have done at a 

previous nursery or playgroup. 

 Follow school and classroom rules. 

 Go to the toilet independently. 

 Put on their coat independently and have a go at fastening it. 

 Be able to change shoes and change for P.E. 

 

 



Getting Started:  
The first half term in school is all 

about getting to know each 

other.  The children come from a 

wide of variety of settings and 

some may not know any other 

children in their class.  Don’t 

worry about this – it’s amazing 

how quickly children make friends! 

During this half term, staff will observe and work with your child making 

judgements regarding the best way to engage them and take their learning 

forward. 

 

We operate a staggered entry system into school.  Your child is given either a 

morning or afternoon session and during the first week the number of children 

attending that session increases daily.  The following week all children attend 

in their morning or afternoon session, allowing all children the opportunity to 

settle and make friendships with half of the final number of children.  

Thereafter, children attend full time or part time depending upon your personal 

preference.  It is a time of building trust 

between the children, between staff and 

children between parents/carers and staff.  

This is very much a settling period. 

We have effective communication systems 

in place so don’t worry, you will be kept 

fully informed about how your child is 

settling into school! 



The Early Years Foundation Stage  

(EYFS) in Reception:  
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new 

knowledge and demonstrating their understanding 

through seven areas of Learning and Development.  

The three prime areas are: 

 Communication and language; 

 Physical development;  

 Personal, social and emotional development. 

These prime areas are most essential for your child’s healthy development and 

future learning.  As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop 

skills in four specific areas.  These are: 

 Literacy; 

 Mathematics; 

 Understanding the World;  

 Expressive Arts & Design. 

These seven areas together are used to plan your child’s learning and activities 

in Reception.  Children in the EYFS learn by creative and critical thinking, by 

playing, exploring & being active - both indoors and outside. Assessments are 

made throughout the year & are based on observations and knowledge of the 

whole child. We value your input into these 

as you will obviously see so much that we 

don’t.  Formal meetings are held with 

parents once a term & we also have 

allocated ‘parent time’ slots to discuss any 

queries that you might have. 



Uniform: 
Our uniform gives a strong sense of identity, it looks smart, allows children to 

be easily recognisable when out & about on visits & prevents early morning 

stresses on what to wear! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform – The Important Bits! 

 Green or yellow school sweatshirt with a white or green 

polo shirt and plain grey or black bottoms.  In the 

summer, girls can wear green or yellow striped or gingham 

dresses.   

 The children need a P.E bag that will hang flat on their 

coat peg (school P.E bags can be bought from the office 

or a bag made out of material with a drawstring top can 

be made or bought). 

 P.E kit: white or yellow T-shirt (there are school ones 

available), dark shorts and black pumps. 

 The children need pumps (or indoor shoes) to change into 

every day when inside. 

 The Reception children spend time outside each day 

whatever the weather. Please dress your children 

appropriately for our varied climate! 

 Children need a school bag that they can bring to school 

every day – these can also be purchased from the office. 

 PLEASE label everything!  Also, check that labels can still be 

read after washing. 

 



Other Important Information: 

The School Day: 

The school bell goes at 8.50am. This is the start of lesson time and we will 

expect children to get into good habits straight away & to be on time - 

otherwise they will miss out on a vital aspect of their learning. You may bring 

your child into school from 8.30am and read with them quietly in the 

classroom.  If you do decide to do this, then we would ask that you stay with 

your child until the bell in order that they are supervised for the whole time.  

Younger and older Infant siblings may share this time together as well, but 

must treat it as a quiet reading & settling in period.  

 

Assemblies:  

Each afternoon we have an assembly, which is where everyone gets together 

either as a whole school, as an Infant department or just simply as a class.  

This is a time of quiet reflection, learning and worship. 

 

Playtimes: 

Foundation Stage has its own special outside area for playtimes which is very 

well equipped to facilitate 

learning & play. A Teaching 

Assistant or Teacher will 

always be outside with the 

children in order that there is 

always someone they know 

well who is close at hand if 

needed. 



Lunchtimes: 

Foundation Stage children go into dinner 

earlier than the rest of school as it allows 

them to feel settled & relaxed more 

quickly. A Teaching Assistant 

accompanies the children during the first half-term to encourage a relaxed 

lunchtime and a specially assigned Lunch Time Supervisor builds a relationship 

& helps them with their food.  Children can stay for a school dinner or bring a 

packed lunch from home. A menu of the dinners is available each week so that 

you can discuss with your child what they would like to eat. 

 

Snacks: 

Water and milk is available for your child to access all day.  A small charge is 

made for milk per term after your child’s 5th birthday.  Your child is also 

offered a piece of fruit for morning snack. 

 

End of the Day: 

School finishes at 3.25pm each day, although children can be collected from 

Reception at 3.20pm to give time to collect older siblings.  Parents & carers are 

asked to collect children from outside the Foundation Stage classroom area. 

Children will not be allowed to go with any other adult without your 

permission & we will therefore agree a password that can be used over the 

year to aid security.  In order to avoid difficulties, school must be informed if 

you have made arrangements for someone else to collect your child from 

school.  Parents are kindly asked that if they are collecting a child from the 

Nursery on site, then please do not come onto the school grounds to see your 

school child, as this can be unsettling for all. 



Helping In School: 

If you have time and want to come into class, help is always appreciated! 

Parent helpers can do a variety of jobs, for example: share a book with a child, 

play a game with a group, help with craft activities, prepare resources for 

classroom use & mounting children’s work for display.  If you feel you would 

like to help out in school in the future, then please let us know! 

 

Timetable: 

During the first few weeks of school, the classroom will be set up similar to a 

nursery setting with carefully planned activities that the children can choose 

from.  All activities follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. 

Our half-term planning is always available for parents to access freely.  

 

Religious Education: 

As a Church school, we have a daily assembly 

and a weekly class lesson when the children 

can discuss Bible stories, the life of Jesus, 

feelings and care for our world. 

 
Homework: 

Each child has a reading book to share and enjoy at home which can be 

changed at least twice a week.  These can be kept in the child’s school book 

bag which can be purchased from the school office. Children will also need to 

practise learning their letter sounds as well as reading high frequency words. 

Children may also be given other small tasks to do at home. If you feel that 

this is too much or too little, then just let us know.   



Rewards: 

Our positive ethos means that we believe in giving praise & encouragement to 

children for their efforts and achievements, both socially and academically. 

Children join one of our house teams, are given Merit points and also collect 

stickers on their own personal Merit Card. Prizes & treats are also given as 

rewards for excellent behaviour, attitude & learning. 

 

Absence: 

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, then please inform us as 

soon as possible in order that we know what is happening. This can be through 

your child’s teacher or via the school office.  If your child has a medical 

appointment, then please let us know & collect a pass from the office. 

 

Term Time Holidays: 

We expect all children to attend regularly and to be punctual. Individual & 

class attendances are monitored & the highest attending class each week is 

celebrated in assembly. It is the school & Local Authority policy that family 

holidays should not be taken during term except in the most exceptional of 

circumstances. Holiday absence forms are available from the office & allow 

parents to apply for time away from school to see if it will be registered as 

authorised or unauthorised absence. Parents are kindly asked not to take their 

children out of school during the first week of any half term or during 

assessment weeks.  

 

 

 

 

If we work together through home & school, 

then we can all ensure that your child 

reaches their full & amazing potential!   

 



If you are unsure about any of the information contained in 
this booklet, or if you require anything further, then please feel 

free to have a word with the Foundation Stage Team, or 
myself for more detailed & specific ways in which you can 

meet your child’s needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working together in the education of your child! 
Totley All Saints Church of England VA Primary School 

Hillfoot Road 
Totley 

SHEFFIELD 
S17 4AP 

Tel:  0114 2361934 
Email: enquires@totleyallsaints.sheffield,sch.uk 

Headteacher: Karole Sargent BA (Hons), MA, PGCE, NPQH. 
 

 


