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What is an academy?  
An academy is essentially an independent school which is funded by the state. 
It is independent of the local authority and receives its funding direct from 
central government. A multi-academy trust (MAT) is a group of academy 
schools that work in collaboration with each other to improve & maintain high 
academic standards across the trust. The academy trust is governed through a 
single set of members & directors at the top although individual schools are 
still governed locally by their own individual governing bodies.  
 
 

What is DSAT? 
The Diocese of Sheffield Academies Trust (DSAT) was established in October 
2013 as an independent charitable company set up by the Sheffield Diocesan 
Board of Education. The purpose of the Trust is to create a mutually supportive 
family of Church academies. As part of DSAT, our school would be part of an 
academy group comprising of approximately 15 other schools across Sheffield, 
Rotherham, Wakefield & Barnsley. The trust hopes to grow to around 20 
schools over time. 

 

What are the advantages to us in joining DSAT?  

As part of DSAT, 

 we would be able to gain financially as a result of potential joint 
purchasing power of resources, staffing & services as well as being able 
to tap into other sources of funding open only to academies. 

 we would be strengthened by being part of a bigger organisation at a 
time when other schools are becoming part of different trusts & at a 
time when Local Authority support is minimal.  

 we would be more sustainable as a school at a time when other schools 
in this area are expanding & placing pressure on pupil numbers. 

 we could access support at times of need & as necessary, for example if 
a member of staff is ill & off long term sick.  

 staff & governors would have further opportunities for shared CPD, 
networking & joint collaboration with other colleagues not only in 
Sheffield, but also further afield.  

 we would be better positioned to keep & pass on our Christian ethos & 
values to the next generation as part of a Christian academy trust. 



Will things change at TASS?  
No! TASS is a popular over-subscribed school with amazing children & a long 
history. The school is here to serve the community; our values will remain 
exactly the same & we will continue the great work of providing the very 
best education & experience possible for our children.  
 
The biggest change for us will be how we arrange our school as a 
business running the budget from September to September rather than April 
to April.  
 
Apart from that, what you see & what your children experience will 
look exactly the same.  
 
 The school will keep its name! We are proud to be Totley All Saints Church 

of England Primary School 
 The school will keep its uniform! We love our logo & our green & yellow! 

 The school will keep its staff! We have the very best staff team & all staff 
will be transferred under TUPE regulations across to DSAT with the very 
same terms & conditions as they have now. As a result, we will keep our 
staff with just the usual movement that we might have anyway (new jobs, 
promotions, maternity leaves, etc.). Staff may have different responsibilities 
or go into different year groups - but this is all part of the usual practice of 
a school regardless of whether we became part of DSAT or not!  

 The school will keep its governors! We have an amazing body of governors 
who will continue to meet & work at a local level in managing the school to 
ensure the very best outcomes for our pupils.   

 The school will keep its admissions policy! As a voluntary controlled 
school, we have always been our own admissions authority anyway. As an 
academy with DSAT, admission arrangements would therefore just continue 
as usual. The academy will still be bound by the national Admissions Code 
and Admissions Appeals Code & so will continue to take children (if we 
have a spare place) when notified by Sheffield LA just like we always have.   

 
 

What happens now?  
The school is in the process of consulting with all of our stakeholders & the 
Governors will consider that information within its decision making process. In 
addition, we are also going through lots of conversion paper work & processes 
in the meantime in the hope that everything can proceed smoothly. If all goes 
to plan, then we hope to become part of DSAT by the start of the new 
academic year.  



 

Where can you find out more?  
We will be holding a 

Formal Consultation Meeting 
for all parents & carers on  

Monday 11th February 2019 at 4:30pm  
in the school hall. 

 

At the meeting you will be able to find out more about the Trust as well as ask 
questions about any concerns that you might have with Kathryn Deakin (Chair 
of Governors), Karole Sargent (Headteacher) as well as meet Andrew Waldron 
(CEO of DSAT). 

To find out more about academies, please see: the DfE website: 
http://www.education.gov.uk/academies  
 
To find out more about DSAT, please see: the DSAT website: 
http://www.sheffield.anglican.org/dsat  
 
If you can’t find the answer to your questions on this information sheet, the 
above websites, or you are unable to attend the meeting, then please email: 
headteacher@totleyallsaints.sheffiled.sch.uk & we’ll do our very best to help! 

 

Working together in the education of your child, 

Karole Sargent 

Headteacher  

Kathryn Deakin 

Chair of Governors  
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